Travels in Two Democracies
and their followers, and the other members of the Russian com-
munity* The Communists, it was plain to me in the hospital,
were the people who took all the responsibility. And though I
had sometimes resented in Moscow the constraining and intimi-
dating effect which their presence had on other Russians, I was
grateful to them when I got into the hospital, because they
seemed to be the only people who were sensible, efficient and
up-to-date. If you really wanted to get anything done, you had
to go to a Communist about it. And I came to sympathize with
their trials in making the other Russians get things done.
One day, for example, not long after I had come, I gave
some letters to one of the nurses and asked her to mail them
for me. She told me that I would have to ask the doctor, which
puzzled me, as I had had letters mailed before. When the old
man, the one who had received me so dramatically and who was
supposed to be in charge of the ward, came in on his rounds
the next morning, I told him that I wanted to mail some
letters. In his resounding basso profundo, first in Russian and
then in German, he tried to impress upon me, with terrible
emphasis on all the grave consequences, that it was forbidden
for scarlet fever patients to send letters because the letters
would transmit the germs and the recipients would get the dis-
ease. I became indignant at this, as I knew they had had my
English telegrams translated in order to find out what was in
them, and dreaded their devious methods of censorship. I de-
manded to see the director. He was a young man, a Communist,
I suppose, at any rate the new type of Russian whom, despair-
ing more or less of the older generations, they are training
as fast as they can to take command of Soviet institutions. He
and the older doctor discussed the situation in my presence. The
director was for letting me send the letters. "But," the old man
insisted, drooping but throwing out his hands, "the people who
get the letters will get scarlatina! Bolshoy skandal!" "Ilya
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